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It has been stated1 that better results are obtained in the
employment of organic accelerators if, instead of mixing them
with the rubber and sulphur In- the usual manner, they are
treated with sulphur alone, under suitable conditions of tem-
perature, etc., before being mixed with the rubber. It is stated
that a reaction-product between the nitrogenous accelerator and
sulphur is the agent '' which either aids or is entirely responsible
for the satisfactory vulcanization of the rubber with sulphur";
and that, as the temperature most suitable for the formation of
such a reaction-product is only occasionally and by mere coinci-
dence the temperature employed in vulcanization, _ it is more
rational and satisfactory to prepare the reaction-product as a
separate step prior to vulcanization. If this contention is well
founded, it certainly tells in favour of the employment of artificial
accelerators as against accelerators naturally included in the
rubber.
1 Brit. Pat., 1919, No. 130,857 (North British Rubber Co., Goodyear
Tyre and Rubber Co.), (I.R.J., 1919, Sept. 13, 477).